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GAVIN NEWSOM
LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR

ATTN: Board of Directors

22" District Agricultural Association
2260 Jimmy Durante Blvd.

Del Mar, CA 92014

RE: Gun shows on the Del Mar Fairgrounds
April 23, 2018
Dear Members of the Board,

[ write to urge that the Board of Directors ban gun shows at the Del Mar Fairgrounds, a public-
owned land, and invite the Board of Directors to discuss the issue at its next hearing and
facilitate a productive conversation with public input.

In the wake of recent mass shootings, the public has demonstrated outpouring support for gun
reform. Permitting the sale of firearms and ammunition on state-owned property only perpetuates
America’s gun culture at a time when 73% of Californians support gun reform measures and
73% of Californians cite concern about the threat of mass shootings in our schools, according to
a recent poll conducted by the Public Policy Institute of California.

There is widespread support for this ban within immediate communities; the neighboring cities
of the Del Mar Fairgrounds—Del Mar, Solana Beach, and Encinitas—have adopted resolutions
supporting the ban of gun shows at the Fairgrounds. As Mayor of San Francisco, I pressed to end
gun shows in neighboring Daly City because the impact of gun violence isn’t hindered by
municipal boundaries.

The public is demanding action from government, evident in the significant participation in
recent protests and walkouts. It is imperative that we answer their call to action and make
meaningful strides toward ending gun violence. If California continues to permit the sale of
firearms and ammunition on state-owned property, we are sending a signal that we value the sale
of firearms above the lives of Americans.

Sincerely,

Gavin Newsom
Lieutenant Governor of California
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